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Abstracts

Die TEXnische Komödie 3/2025

Die TEXnische Komödie is the journal of DANTE e.V.,
the German-language TEX user group (dante.de).
Adelheid Bonnetsmüller, Grußwort [Greeting];
pp. 4–11

Introductory words from the DANTE president.
Adelheid Bonnetsmüller, Peter Turczak,
Beiträge gesucht [Call for presentations];
pp. 11–12

Call for presentations for the spring conference
of DANTE e.V. 2026.
Adelheid Bonnetsmüller, Peter Turczak,
Einladung zur Frühjahrstagung 2026 und 68.
Mitgliederversammlung von DANTE e.V. bei der
Firma WIWA in Lahnau [Invitation to the spring
conference 2026 and 68th General Meeting of
DANTE e.V. at the WIWA company in Lahnau];
pp. 12–13

Invitation to the conference with schedule, loca-
tion, and hotel recommendations.
Stephan Lukasczyk, Die Bücher der
DANTE-Edition bei Lehmanns [Books of
the DANTE edition at Lehmanns]; p. 14

Overview of the ordering procedure and new
editions in the DANTE edition at Lehmanns book
shop.
Peter Seitz, Nils Pickert, Einladung
zur BayTEX 2025 also known as „bayerischer
TEX-Stammtisch” [Invitation to BayTEX 2025,
also known as “Bavarian TEX Meeting”]; pp. 15–16

Invitation and schedule for the Bavarian TEX
Meeting.
Adelheid Bonnetsmüller, Yes We Can–Solving
a Rubik’s Cube with LATEX [Yes we can — solving
a Rubik’s Cube with LATEX]; pp. 17–43

Almost everyone has one at home — and for al-
most everyone, after a few initial attempts to solve
it, it ends up serving as a dust collector: the Rubik’s
Cube. To solve it as fast as the current record holder
Xuanyi Geng (3.05 seconds), you need a lot of prac-
tice — and first of all, good instructions and methods.
According to statistics, only a few people can solve
a Rubik’s Cube at all: the figures range between
3 and 5.8 % of the population. It can be assumed
that this number is higher in the “nerdy” (LA)TEX
environment. Probably for this reason, there is an ex-
tensive package bundle to output and manage cube

configurations, moves, and move sequences — and
to automatically calculate and display their results.
This article introduces the world of speedcubing and
Rubik’s Cubes — and shows what the rubik package
bundle can be used for.

To understand how the packages work, it is
essential to first familiarize yourself with the cube’s
workings. [Article is in German.]

Adelheid Bonnetsmüller, Wann sind wir
endlich da? Das Paket progressbar [Are we there
yet? The progressbar package]; pp. 43–47

Anyone with small children knows the question
all too well: “Are we there yet?” I couldn’t help but
smile at that thought when, while preparing for the
lecture series “Having Fun With LATEX”, which I have
been presenting at DANTE e.V. conferences since
2009 in Vienna, I was searching on CTAN for suitable
packages for last year’s conference in Weimar and
came across the small package progressbar. This
package can not only help answer my daughter’s
question on long trips, but also, for example, show
during presentations how far along a process (or the
presentation itself) is, or visually describe in a device
manual how full or empty a battery is when an LED
lights up green, red, or orange. This article will
briefly introduce the package and its options.

Uwe Ziegenhagen, Ulam-Spiralen mit TikZ
„zeichnen” [Draw Ulam spirals with TikZ];
pp. 48–51

Ulam spirals are a simple method to graphically
display prime numbers. In this article I show how to
generate them with Python and a little TikZ.

Oliver Jennrich, - oder – , das sei hier die Frage
[- or –, that’s the question]; pp. 52–55

A summary of a discussion on the DANTE email
list on the usage of dashes in German and English
texts.

Henning Hraban Ramm, ConTEXt kurz notiert
[ConTEXt short notes]; pp. 55–57

Some news from the ConTEXt world.

Jürgen Fenn, Neue Pakete auf CTAN [New
packages on CTAN]; pp. 58–62
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