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A report from BachoTEX 2025
Mikael P. Sundqvist

As I write this, I've just returned home after a twenty
hour journey through a sunny, springtime, and Na-
tional Day-celebrating Poland, and an equally spring-
like but rainy Sweden. Somewhere between Gdynia
and Karlskrona, the weather shifted.

It’s been a highly successful trip, filled with
wonderful memories and heaps of impressions, and
with the best possible travel companion, my daughter
Tove (10 years old). We arrived in Brodnica by train
around lunchtime the day before the conference’s
first day and were picked up at the station by Jerzy
Ludwichowski. Once there, we were assigned a cabin,
and after settling in, we explored the area. (Tove
was initially a bit disappointed that we were staying
in one of the newer cabins; she was curious about the
loft in the older, more pointed cabins where her big
sister Edith had slept in previous years. However,
this disappointment vanished when she later got to
satisfy her curiosity in one of the older cabins.)

The slogan for this conference was “TEX in ed-
ucation”, and it was evident in the various presen-
tations. We got to listen to fascinating talks about
how TEX is used in education in Japan (Yusuke Ter-
ada, Takuto Asakura), France (Jean-Michel Hufflen,
Damien Thiriet & Jerzy Ludwichowski), and the
Czech Republic (Tom4as Héla). It’s interesting to
see how TEX is utilized in large-scale projects (Prof-
College —on Saturday, we got to try out some fun
mathematical problems generated from it, a great
resource for teachers!) and on a smaller scale, like
Toma&s’s classes with just a few students. It was also
intriguing to get insight into how TEX is used in
Japan, especially that they have their own TEX eco-
system and that it’s used across all subjects — thanks
to Yusuke Terada and Takuto Asakura for traveling
so far to enlighten us. For better or worse, they have
their own TEX engine(s) in Japan, and they seem
to struggle with switching to LuaTgX, partly due
to the ongoing tagging project. Overall, it sounded
like ConTEXt could work really well for them, but
they have a very specific system and many people
involved, so it’s probably not that easy to change.

It’s a bit of a challenge to bring a child to a
conference, and you simply have to skip some talks.
This time, I'm most bummed about missing the
presentation by Katarzyna Burakowska (I came in
thinking I was catching the middle, but it was shorter
than advertised, so I only saw the last minute) about
how you can use color and shape to play with words
and enhance or alter their meaning. We had also
signed up for the origami workshop led by Takuto
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Asakura, but Jerzy Ludwichowski had just arranged
for kayaks, so we headed out to paddle on Lake
Bachotek instead. Our phones had warned of bad
weather (thunder), but both of us (Tove and I) had
really been looking forward to paddling. We had an
amagzing trip on the lake, where we even encountered
a group of white swans.

However, we had the pleasure of participat-
ing in two other workshops. On Friday, we spent
three hours making a notebook with Willi Egger and
painted an initial in it with Barbara Mossor-Wilinska.
They are very pedagogical and knowledgeable, with
endless patience for those of us with two left thumbs.
Barbara helped Tove with the painting itself (Tove
was afraid of “ruining” her book if she painted it
wrong), and the result was absolutely beautiful! Willi
and Barbara had also prepared a book for big sister
Edith with an initial “E” on the inside. The first
thing Tove did when we got home was show her book
and give the other to Edith. Edith was, of course,
thrilled. Now they’re just pondering what they dare
to write in their beautiful books.

Willi also gave a very interesting lecture on the
topic of pipes. I had assumed it was about smoking
pipes, but it was actually about organ pipes. It was
fascinating to have explained how organs actually
work. Willi, handy as he is, had even built a couple of
mini-organs that he demonstrated. Barbara played
beautifully on the larger of the two. That same
evening, Tove got the chance to try it and played
a little tune from one of the entries in the Swedish
Melodifestivalen.

You could wonder whether BachoTEX is really
a TEX meeting or how to categorize it. I get the
impression that it’s more of an opportunity for old
(and new) friends to meet in a creative environment
where they can share their knowledge on some topic
and catch up. When the well-known typographer
Andrzej Tomaszewski talked about paper, the room
was packed. Font guru Adam Twardoch kindly trans-
lated parts of the Polish presentations into English.
The room was also full when photographer Piotr
Bolek, with images, music, and video, summarized
the past 30 BachoTEX years. It’s great fun to follow
what’s happened over the years and see old photos.
Comic book enthusiast Michal Gasewicz gave an in-
teresting talk about typefaces in comics. He provided
several good examples from his “heroes” but also
examples of less successful results. I wonder what
he’d think of my favorite, Assar.

One thing that became clear during Piotr Bolek’s
presentation is that Poland has a long tradition of
working with typefaces. There must have been many
fascinating discussions on the topic over the years.
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This time, we heard Bogustaw Jackowski and Ryszard
Kubiak talk about the completion and documenta-
tion of the Gyre fonts and the tools (now called Font-
plant) they used to finalize them. As a user of these
fonts (and other fine Polish fonts), I'm very grateful
for their work. The Ukrainian university students
Mariia Bezuhlova, Mariia Herashchenko, Natalia
Medvedieva, Mariia Novokhatska, and Mariia Volyn-
ska, from Odessa, discussed, among other things, Al
in education, and I can read between the lines that,
just like my students, they have a more positive view
of it than I do.

Hans Hagen has a tradition of coming to Bacho-
TEX and talking about news in TEX and especially
ConTEXt and LuaMetaTEX. I've recently had the
honor of contributing to this development. This
year’s theme included typesetting in columns and
how new methods for handling page breaks and par-
allel text flows have opened up new possibilities.
For example, we showed how we can typeset the
Bible in multiple languages and synchronize the dif-
ferent flows, for instance, at each new verse. Hans
also talked about new possibilities for using dimen-
sions in LuaMetaTEX. Alongside \dimexpr, there
are now \dimexpression and \dimexperimental.
This, combined with the ability to define custom
units, makes things easier for users and makes the
code easier to read.

Hans Hagen, of course, had ideas for involving
Tove in a presentation. There was talk of ear tags
(like the ones goats have). Tove wanted to talk about
flags, and that’s what happened. Hans rigged it so
that color bulbs displayed the colors of the flags. A
competition was held with “Swedish” chocolate as
the prize. Unfortunately, we had accidentally chosen
a terribly salty variety, so the prize became more of
an anti-prize. Sorry about that. The ear tags with
QR codes showing TEX errors probably amused some.
I personally saw it as a joke on the theme “ConTEXt
tagging errors”, which can be seen as a bit funny if
you're aware of the light-hearted teasing about how
content is tagged in ConTEXt. Hans arranged it so
that errors in a run can generate an error message
in the form of a QR code. Maybe that could entice
the younger generation to TEX?

This was my third BachoTEX (in a row). I'm
always struck by the warmth and hospitality we
encounter, and it makes me want to return. It’s also
a perfect opportunity to meet and discuss with my
friend Hans Hagen (and his brilliant sidekick Ton
Otten!). We talk daily over Zoom, but electronic
meetings will never replace real ones.

Tove was very happy. Barbecue evening with
fire-spitting, swimming in the lake (she’s a bit disap-
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pointed that so few others swam), kayaking, outdoor
gym, coffee breaks, and so on. Everyone was so kind
to her, and we'’re grateful for that! Plus, as the
youngest participant, she got to cut the cake, which
she was super excited about. She’s already talking
about next time and hopes her best friend can come
along. If that’s not a positive review, I don’t know
what is.

o Mikael P. Sundqvist
Lund University

(Photos by me except where indicated.)

On the ferry to Poland.

Playing cards with Ulrik Vieth,
Damien Thiriet and Ton Otten.
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Andrzej Odyniec singing during Piotr Bolek’s
presentation. (Reinhard Kotucha)

Piotr Strzelczyk firespitting.

Hans Hagen and me wearing eartags. Ton Otten in
background.

Kayaking on Lake Bachotek. (Willi Egger) Takuto’s workshop. (Reinhard Kotucha)
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Willi’s workshop. Barbara’s workshop.

Cutting the cake. (Reinhard Kotucha) (Reinhard Kotucha)
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