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ConTEXt Group Journal 2022

Editorial Note; p.4

Day Plan; pp.5-6

2022 Annual General Meeting Minutes; pp.7-10

WILLI EGGER, PocketDiary, a Personal Organizer;
pp.- 11-23

The first version of this calendar module for a
personal organizer was created in 2010/2011. Tt is
intended to prepare a personal pocket planner of eight
small pages arranged on an A4 sheet. Although the
sheet is printed only single sided, it can be folded into
a booklet. Now that we use LuaMetaTEX with Con-
TEXt, the code needed an overhaul because it didn’t
work any more. Talks about calendars during the
ConTEXt meeting 2021 were the reason for picking
up this work. Beyond just making the module work
again, it should also be capable of calculating moon
phases and sun data. And indeed, the new version
can now provide lunar days, pictograms of moon
phases as well as sunrise and sunset times and the
number of hours of light.

The collection of Lua functions can be consid-
ered a toolbox, and with a little bit of imagination
it can be used to produce other lists where calendar
information is required. Detailed documentation is
provided in the module files, including how to set up
a production file. At the end of the article there are
instructions on how to fold the booklet.

WILLI EGGER, Calendars Using the PocketDiary
Module; pp.24-62

Now that we have an entire machinery which
can calculate calendars for creating PocketDiaries,
we can also think about using it for other types of
calendars. Here I present a photo calendar, a menu
calendar, and a year calendar with sun and moon
data as well as two types of year calendars with
either a single page per day and the other with two
pages for one week. The latter four examples are
print-impositioned for books.

WILLI EGGER, Date-Driven Lists; pp.63-69

How can we produce a list with dates in a spe-
cific interval over a defined timeframe? The number
of columns in the list and their headers should be
configurable. The solution is to use the operating
system’s timestamp. All calculations are performed
as a time unit of seconds. This allows for arbitrary
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time intervals of the dates in the list. This small
module is setup as a ConTEXt Lua Document (CLD).

TAaco HOEKWATER, MetaPost Control Structures;
pp- 70-78

This paper is about how to make your program
decide what to do next: conditions and loops. Col-
lected in MAPS 53 (https://ntg.nl/maps/53/).

Taco HOEKWATER, MetaPost Pictures; pp.79-93

This article is about MetaPost output. It pro-
duces graphics by means of picture variables that
can contain a few different object types. The most
important drawing object types can be colorized, so
the first part of this article will talk about color
data structures. Collected in MAPS 53 (https:
//ntg.nl/maps/53/).

GOTZ SCHNELL, Digging Deep; pp. 94-96

The motto of the ConTEXt meeting was “digging
deep”. When I registered for the meeting, I was
curious as to what this could mean.

HENNING HRABAN RAMM, Calculating Covers;
pp- 97-105

Every TEX user can typeset a book, but the
cover might be a different story. We will learn a bit
about dimensions and calculations as we calculate a
cover layout.

Abstracts Without Papers; pp. 106-107

Participant List of the 16th ConTEXt Meeting;
p- 108

ConTEXt Group Journal 2023
Editorial Note; p.4
Day Plan; pp.5-6

HENNING HRABAN RAMM, ConTEXt Meeting 2023;
pp. 7-11

The 17th ConTEXt meeting took place from 10
to 16 September 2023, again in Sibfina near Prague.

MASSIMILIANO FARINELLA, An Editor for Pandoc
Types; pp.12-17

An editor for Pandoc abstract syntax trees (AST)
lets you visually modify any document readable by
Pandoc and export it into any output format it writes.
Configurations make the editor customizable to dif-
ferent workflows.

MASSIMILIANO FARINELLA, An Excursion Through
Pandoc types; pp.18-27

An excursion through the types that constitute
Pandoc’s abstract syntax tree.


https://articles.contextgarden.net
https://ntg.nl/maps/53/
https://ntg.nl/maps/53/
https://ntg.nl/maps/53/
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WIiLLI EGGER, Hot-metal Type Versus Computer
Bits; pp.28-40

Revisiting oldtime typesetting. Typesetting
with movable type has a long history, which started
in the western hemisphere with Gutenberg. Type-
setting and typography evolved together. Typeset-
ting changed from setting single characters to line
typesetting to more modern equipment like photo
typesetting and now electronic typesetting. Systems
that can tackle “all” printing problems are often dis-
cussed now. However, it is important to realise that
each development in typesetting has its own choices
and compromises. When discussing today’s type-
setting issues, it is useful to know about the earlier
hot-metal typesetting. This article is an attempt to
give an overview of hot-metal typesetting.

HENNING HRABAN RAMM, Architectural Guides
for Bonn; pp.41-52
Book production with ConTEXt.

WIiLLI EGGER, Kaktovik Numerals; pp. 53-61

A different number system. We are used to
counting in the Arabic number system, which is base
10. However, we can use a number system with
a different base. The native Alaskan nations, like
Tnupiat, Inuit, and Yupik, for example, use base 20
to count. This article discusses the Inupiaq number
system.

WiLLl EGGER, A Bit of Fun; pp. 6264

Making ‘Playgrounds’. When the date for the
ConTEXt meeting approached, Hans asked if I could
prepare a base for a ‘playground’ for the “bit of fun”
section of the programme. This short article illus-
trates the journey to the ‘playgrounds’ distributed
at the meeting.

PABLO RODRIGUEZ, Gambling with Crypto;
pp. 6576

It isn’t just typesetting. Crypto ... does not
stand here for the fancy word of the moment (crypto-
currency ), but only for cryptography. In these pages,
I want to introduce some cryptographic features in-
cluded in ConTEXt, which may help to secure some
aspects of your documents. These cryptographic aids
are hashes (for documents and texts) and digital sig-
natures.

HANSs HAGEN, MIKAEL SUNDQVIST, Twin
Demerits; pp. 77-92
Published in TUGboat 45:3.

Hans HAGEN, MIKAEL SUNDQVIST, MathML;
pp- 93-101

This is a preprint for the 2024 ConTEXt meeting.
We hope to have some discussion about where to go
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with tagging PDF and export to HTML. This is part
of the upcoming “Drawing lines” document.

Abstracts Without Papers; pp.102-103

Participant List of the 17th ConTEXt Meeting;
p- 104

ConTEXt Group Journal 2024
Editorial Note; p.4
Day Plan; pp.5-6

BRrRUCE AND PAULA HORROCKS, Meeting Review;
pp. 7-11

The 18th ConTEXt meeting took place from 17th
to 23th August 2024, in the water tower of Lutten
near Hardenberg in The Netherlands.

WIiLLI EGGER, Calculating with Tools; pp. 12-25

Whenever people have worked with numbers,
they have developed tools to help with calculations.
Early tools, such as the abacus, counting boards,
and notched sticks, evolved over thousands of years.
About 400 years ago, the first mechanical calculators
were invented. Recently, electronic calculators were
developed in just a few decades. As technology ad-
vanced, further miniaturisation and integration led
to personal computers and now portable tablets and
phones. These use software to perform calculations
as well as many other tasks. They sealed the fate of
earlier calculators.

WILLI EGGER, Working with the Soroban;
pp- 26-40

After assembling the small Soroban (Japanese
abacus) during the 2024 ConTEXt meeting there
was no time to enter deeply into the use of this
calculating tool. This article explains how to operate
the Japanese abacus and provides exercises to get
accustomed to its use.

Hans HAGEN, Flagging; pp.41-51

In this summary I will describe how one goes
from using color clues in a PDF presentation at Ba-
choTEX to an equally colorful signaling feature in
ConTEXt processing.
[Will be printed in TUGboat 46:3.]

ToMAS HALA, TAMARA KOCUROVA, ADRIANA
KASPAROVA, HANS HAGEN, A Module for
Rounding Values; pp.52-55

The article describes the module util-rnd. lua,
which was created as an extension of a module for
drawing statistical charts. The described module
implements a total of nine rounding methods, which
are presented as source code snippets with the corre-
sponding functions. The results of function calls are
clearly compared in the table.
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TAMARA KOCUROVA, ADRIANA KASPAROVA,
ToMAS HALA, Drawing Statistical Charts;
pp. 56-65

This work focuses on the development of a mod-
ule for creating statistical charts within ConTEXt.
The charts supported by the module have been cho-
sen based on an analysis of those found in com-
monly used spreadsheets. The main part of the work
presents examples of each chart type, showing the
data and parameter values used to create them.

KeITH McKAY, Making a Generative Art Book;
pp. 66-79

It is well known that MetaFun and MetaPost can
be used for the creation of graphics which can be em-
bedded into a document, and typeset using ConTEXt.
It is used extensively for creating graphics in scien-
tific and mathematical documents, or for embedding
images into non-fiction books. To my knowledge, no
book of Generated Art has been published solely of
MetaFun created graphics generated in situ. This
article describes the process I undertook to create the
generative art book, “Asemic Diagrams: Computer
Generated Asemic Drawings” and discusses some of
the trials and tribulations on the way, along with
thoughts on the code and how it may be improved.

KerTH McKAY, An Approach to Typesetting
Novels in ConTEXt; pp.80-90

ConTEXt is widely used for typesetting scientific
and mathematical documents, critical editions, and
other non-fiction books. But few novels have been
typeset with ConTEXt, even though it has the po-
tential for authors to produce professional-looking
typeset books. This allows them to self-publish and
market their work, either online, or by getting it
printed by a commercial printer. The vast majority
of authors are used to writing their novels using word-
processing software, since agents and publishers will
ask for a Word file when manuscripts are submitted.
Many authors would not have the expertise to use
ConTEXt to typeset their novel. It would be a steep
learning curve which most would not be prepared to
undertake. However, it is possible to devise a work-
flow for converting a Word document to a quality
PDF for printing, which has the added advantage of
producing an ePub. In this article I will describe
the workflow I used to produce such a novel, and the
trials and tribulations along the way.

HENNING HRABAN RAMM, Making Books;
pp- 91-95

This is a response to Keith’s article in this jour-
nal, as well as a summary of my talks at ConTEXt
meetings about publishing books. It outlines my
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experience in book production, and the foundation
and the workflow of my publishing house.

HrABAN RAMM, WOLFGANG SCHUSTER, How to
Write a Module; pp.96-115

Modules are reusable code and should adhere
to the same conventions as ConTEXt. How can you
achieve all that fancy \setup and key—value param-
eter stuff?

Abstracts Without Papers; pp.116-118

Participant List of the 18th ConTEXt Meeting;
p-119
[Received from Henning Hraban Ramm.|

2023 and 2024 meeting photos (courtesy Hraban):
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