A Newbie View of TEX

Bob Kerstetter



All the Math I know

e Not a mathematician
e Not the son of 2a mathematician
* My wife balances the checkbook

* Logarithms are exponential
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The Job

T Alt-N Signs Imagine as Exclusive Distributor for Colombia
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and security. Because of the high quality of their work, we are
exceptionally pleased to have a partner like Imagine.”
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The Need

* PDF output for web
e HTML segment output for web

* Documents that can be localized by our
distributors —- that is MS Word

* Easy maintenance source



The Common Solution

* Microsoft Word
 Print as PDF, innate to Mac OS X
e Export to HTML (Ugh!)
* Styles that don’t work

* Numbered lists, for example, work
inconsistently

e Too Much Like Work
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HTML Requirement
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Arlington, TX - July 18, 2083 - AlLt-N Technologies (<a href="http://www.altn.com/
" target="_blank” >www.altn.com</a>) today announced an exclusive product
distribution agreement with Imagine 5. A. (<a href="http://www.imagine.com.co/"
target="_blank” =>www.1imagine.com.co</a») of Bogot&aoocute;, Colombia, South
America.
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<
Imagine distributes AlLt-N products directly and through resellers. Imagine also
develops connectivity and web presence solutions for small and large enterprises
in Colombia. Using the technologies most appropriaote to meet their
customerf&#8217;s goals, Imogine designs and implements Internet, intranet and
extranet systems, both internally operated and externally hosted. L
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The “Joy” ot Word HTML
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The Other Solution

o TpX (Don Knuth)

o teTX (Gerben Wierda)
o LaTX (Leslie Lamport)
o T X4ht (Eitan Gurari)

o T1.XShop (Richard Koch)

E



Learning T, X - One

Document Composition Facility
nroff, troft
PC Script

HTML

Learning curve for T, X the same as Word



Learning T, X -"Iwo

o Read the T X Book (Whew!)
e Online LaTpX tutorials

o Gentle Introduction to T X
e Not So Short Intro to LaTpX

* TeX List <MacOSX-TeX@email.esm.psu.edu>



Packages

* Essential
* \usepackagelgraphicx}
* \usepackagethere}
* \usepackagethyperref}
* Secondary
* \usepackageifancyhdr}
* \usepackagellettrine}

* \usepackage{makeidx}



Example

Source in TeXshop

PNG Graphics

LaTeX the source to check for errors
TeX4ht the source to output HTML

e Custom config file by Eitan for HTML

e Standard config file for HTML —> Word
Edit the output slightly with OmniWeb



Thing I would like to know

 Wrap text around images

* Hard coding will not work because of
maintenance 1ssues

 Convert TeX4ht XML to HI'ML, Word,
Whatever

e Math :)

e ConlTeXt



Thing that could be better

* Wrap text around images

e Documentation and tutorials for the total
beginner

e LyX???? I don’t know.






